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Preface

Preface

Many books have been written about Central California Indians, but
none of them provide specific information about the people who lived around
San Francisco Bay at the time of the European invasion. None of them satisfy
our curiosity about the nature of first contact and the subsequent 75 years of pre
Gold Rush San Francisco Bay Area Indian history. When I sought such a book
in libraries, the closest work that I could find was the doctoral dissertation of
James Bennyhoff, later published under the title The Ethnohistory of the Plains
Miwok. Bennyhoff's book is a study of the locations, marriage patterns, and
histories of the local tribal people of the Sacramento-San Joaquin River delta
region, an area 50 miles inland from San Francisco Bay.

Bennyhoff employed a wide range of analytical tools in his study. Not
only did he utilize historical diaries and reports, he also studied marriage
patterns that were recorded in Franciscan mission records. Also, he examined
the linguistic relationships between groups by analyzing women's names
recorded in those same Franciscan records. Bennyhoff's study did not cover the
local peoples of the San Francisco Bay Area, but it did provide a model for such
a study. Feeling the need for such a work, I decided to apply Bennyhoffs
techniques to the early records of the San Francisco Bay region, a decision that
led eventually to the publication of this book.

Although it was my encounter with Bennyhoff's work which first drew
my attention to the mission registers and to their potential value as a source of
information on the tribal peoples of the San Francisco Bay Area, it was my
subsequent study of Sherburne Cook's research that forced me to think about the
process of missionization and its consequences. In 1943, Cook published the
first really detailed, rigorous study of the interactions of Indians and Spaniards

:fp- California. I have since read and reread his publications-which are based
~. ypon a massive corpus of primary data-many times, and I am still learning new

'ings from points that he made long ago.
Despite its rigor, however, Cook's work tends to be thematic, and is

y occasionally directed toward the explication of sequential events on particu-
,landscapes. As George Phillips, another California ethnohistorian, recently
ed, "Cook...could not fully develop all the themes he identified"nor could

.;.:~ways support the gene~alizations he fo~ulated" {Phillips 1993~~. In

addition, our contemporary perspective tends to provide us with a more complex
view of the contextual constraints on human actions than Cook presented. As a
result of the Vietnam War and a myriad of other experiences in recent history,
.Americans are no longer the children of World War II who confidently
understood the world in terms of monolithic forces of good and evil. We have

,'learned a great deal about ambivalence, co-optation, and contradiction.
I hope that this book provides the reader with an understanding of the

decision made by most people from the tribal areas to attach themselves to one
of several missions around San Francisco Bay. The vast majority of them made
that decision, contrary to what Sherburne Cook believed, in the absence of direct
physical threat from the European intruders . Yet there can be no doubt that they
made that decision during a time when changes in their world seemed to leave
them little or no choice to do otherwise.

***
A few words are necessary regarding spelling conventions for American

Indian language place names, personal names, and tribal names. Language group
designations are spelled as commonly found in English language publications.
These include Costanoan (DhIone), Miwok, Patwin and Yokuts. However,
many tribal, village, and personal names which are not commonly found in the

," literature present a problem. They were written by Spanish speakers who were
trying to capture the sounds of languages foreign to them. Thus, many of those
names appear in a variety of alternative spellings in the early texts, as different
scribes tried to find Spanish letters to capture unfamiliar sounds.

When appearing in quotations from Spanish sources, California Indian
personal names, village names, and tribal names are left as written in the
original manuscript. In my own text, however, I have adopted standardized
spellings, usually on the basis of the most common spelling found in the primary
documents. For instance, Spanish writers variously referred to one tribe as
"Chaclan," "Sacalan," "Saclan," and "Xatlan." I have standardized that spelling
to Saclan.

Readers should thus follow Spanish orthographic rules in the pronuncia
tion of unfamiliar Indian words which appear in this book. Bear in mind,
however, that those words were spoken by people who had their own systems
of vocal tone, inflection, and rhythm.
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Chapter 1

Introduction

Today I buried Viridiana, the last of the adults who witnessed the founding
of the mission; at that time she had been twenty-five years old. Everyone who
saw the arrival of the ministers, the people from within a radius of six leagues
[sixteen miles], have died; and of those who have been born since that time,
rare are those who live (SFR-D 3516, [July 22, 1814, Ramon Abella].

In 1770 the political landscape of the San Francisco Bay region was
a mosaic of tiny tribal territories, each some eight to twelve miles in diameter,
each containing a population of some two hundred to four hundred individuals.
By the year 1810, only forty years later, the tribal territories in all but the most
northerly reaches of the San Francisco Bay region were empty. The change
began when Spanish colonial explorers passed through the region in the year
1769. Soon after, in 1776 and 1777, the Spanish invaders founded the missions
of San Francisco de Asfs and Santa Clara, respectively. Over the succeeding
decades people from one local tribe after another left their villages and moved
to the missions.

The story of tribal disintegration in the Bay Area is a complex one. No
two tribal 1!;roups were confronted by the choice to join the missions under
exactly the same set of circumstances. There was, however, a common
experiential thread over the forty years; each tribe left its homeland for the
missions when a significant portion of its members came to believe that the
move was the only reasonable alternative in a transformed world. They were not
marched to the baptismal font by soldiers with guns and lances (cf. Cook
1943:74). Although many tribal people came to view themselves as culturally
inferior, requiring the guidance of the foreign missionaries, not every tribal
person was impressed by the Spanish invaders. Many Reople despised the
missions. There people were subjected to paternalistic controls on their work
schedules, on their sexual practices, their eating habits, their religious
expression, all in ways contrary to indigenous values. Daily operations were
maintained by threats of punishment in this life and an eternal afterlife. And the
missions were breeding grounds for disease.






































































































































































































































































